
 

Federation Parents’ Forum – 26th November 2018 

 

1. Minutes of last meeting 

No outstanding actions.  Code of Conduct for Parents and Visitors was given out at the 

autumn parents’ evenings.  It has also been emailed out to Littlehaven parents and will be 

going out via Parent Mail to Northolmes parents. 

 

2. Attendance and punctuality policy (available on the school websites) 

The policy was shared with the forum as a reminder of both schools’ policy on attendance 

and lateness as there has been an increase in absence and children arriving at school after 

the morning bell.  Any child arriving at either school after 8.50am needs to be signed in in the 

late book.  A parent asked what happens if a child is continuously late?  Mrs Anderson 

replied that the school works with any family where attendance is an issue to see if the 

school can help.  The schools receive limited support from the Educational Welfare Officer 

but can refer families for additional external support, for example through the West Sussex 

Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub, where deemed necessary.  The school is required as part 

of safeguarding requirements to follow up on any prolonged absence from school or where 

a parent fails to inform the school of an absence.  In line with national policy, holidays are 

not authorised and unauthorised absence of more than 10 sessions (5 days) can result in a 

referral for a Fixed Penalty Notice. 

 

3. West Sussex School Effectiveness Strategy 

This is available to view on https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/about-the-council/policies-and-

reports/school-policy-and-reports/school-effectiveness-strategy/ 

Mrs Oakley made parents aware that the strategy includes a review of school organisational 

structures and that she and Mrs Anderson will be meeting with representatives from West 

Sussex on 12th December.   The strategy states that the West Sussex preferred model is all-

through primary provision but until the meeting we do not know what this means for the 

future of our two schools.  Mrs Oakley also let parents know that Bohunt Horsham will be 

opening an academy school in North Horsham from September 2019.  Initially it will be 

secondary provision only, but primary provision is due to be in place from September 2020.  

Coupled with budget cuts, smaller schools in the area are concerned about the impact.  

Mrs Anderson said that the locality schools are working together to promote the established 

schools in North Horsham.  National data shows that standards are still better in state schools 

than academies.  Mrs Oakley stressed that whatever the future holds, leaders and governors 

will make sure that the outcome is in the best interests of the children. 

4. AOB 

What will the class structure be for Year 3/4 next year?  Will all classes just have one teacher 

or will the structure be the same as the current Year 3?  The class structure for next 

September will be dependent on pupil numbers and budgets.  Rather than having two large 

classes, this year we have been fortunate to be able to staff three small classes in the 

mornings which come together as two classes in the afternoons.  Core maths and English 

teaching take place in the morning and interventions and groups such as Change for Life 

mean class numbers are still only around 32 in the afternoons.  Mrs Anderson said we are 

lucky that we still have class TA cover across the day at both schools.  Due to budget cuts, a 
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lot of local schools only have TAs where 1-1 support is needed for a child.  

In reception, we usually have five adults. 

A parent asked what the level of parental help is currently like?  We have helpers for 

swimming but not many parents helping with reading at either school.  Volunteers for the 

PTA have fallen too. 

A parent said that the calendar is not working on the Littlehaven website.  Mrs Oakley 

explained that both schools have new websites which have only just gone live.  Staff are 

currently receiving training to be able to update information.  The calendar issue has 

already been reported and hopefully has been resolved. 

A parent asked will the teachers remain the same in Curie class after this term?  From 

January, Mrs Saunderson will be teaching Curie class five mornings a week as the supply 

teacher is not available to teach beyond this term.  Ms Phillips (inclusion manager) will be 

leaving at the end of this term but an experienced assistant headteacher has been 

appointed for Littlehaven who will be responsible for inclusion across both schools.  She will 

be full-time so will have capacity to support current leadership and work with Mrs 

Saunderson (Northolmes assistant headteacher).  A parent mentioned that Curie class are 

not always getting their spellings.  Mrs Anderson will follow this up. 

A parent asked if the leaves could be cleared outside of Northolmes.  Unfortunately, the 

school has been advised in the past not to do this as the school is liable if anyone has an 

accident even if it is not the result of the leaves being cleared.  Mrs Oakley advised that 

parents should report the issue via the Love West Sussex website 

https://love.westsussex.gov.uk/reports/home 

A parent asked why the children in Year 3 do not get a coach to swimming on a Friday.  Mrs 

Oakley explained that this is due to the increased costs associated with having to pay for a 

coach both ways to the pool and historically the school having to make up a considerable 

shortfall in contributions from parents towards the cost.  It is a national curriculum 

requirement to provide swimming lessons and Northolmes already pays £5000 a year for 

these from the school budget.  The school provides the walking bus to help parents that 

cannot drop their child off at the pool.  Children who do not go swimming do sport at 

school. 

For clarification, the Christmas church service on the 17th December is for Northolmes 

children only.  Littlehaven children have a separate nativity held at school. 

Some Northolmes parents are having problems reading letters sent out through Parent Mail 

on their phones.  Mrs Anderson will ask the office to convert letters to a pdf format. 

A parent asked could a thank you go to staff and governors for everything they do for the 

children at both schools. 

 Thank you to the parents that attended the forum.  The next one will be held at 

Northolmes in the spring term (TBC). 

 

Mrs Anderson (Headteacher) and Mrs Oakley (Chair of Governors) 
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