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Headteacher’s Update
It has been lovely to see so many of
you, in person or online this week
having a chance to have a
conversation about your child’s
learning with their class teacher. We
never under-estimate how critical the
communication between home and
school is for a child to really flourish
and succeed.
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This term has definitely been a busy
one! I have been able to see some
amazing learning opportunities in all
the classes. There has been: Egyptian
mummification ceremonies; outdoor
learning which has included fire
lighting; learning about the Romans,
going on our travels with Beegu and
exploring the world of fairytales.
I want to take this opportunity to
thank my staff who have yet again
proved what a resilient and
adaptable group of people they are.
I don’t think we have had a week this
term where we haven’t had at least
one member of staff off sick or unable
to come into school. Without their

Safeguarding

support this term would have certainly
been a lot more tricky!
Thank you also to the staff who have
provided the extra-curricular
opportunities through clubs and visits.
We have a few more ideas planned,
especially at Northolmes where clubs
have been a little depleted since
Christmas – please keep an eye out
on Parentmail.
As we move into the second half of
this academic year we will look to
further build on the successful start we
have made and look to embed every
child’s learning to ensure they finish
the year as strongly as possible.
You may not think it makes much of a
difference but every time you hear
your child read, practice their phonic
sounds, count with them or help them
learn the timestables it really makes a
difference to their learning in school.
We may sound like a broken record
but the more fluent they become in
these key skills the easier they will find
accessing the whole school
curriculum.

Reminders
Key Dates

1-Minute Maths
The White Rose Maths Hub, whose
resources and planning we use in
school, have developed a free
app to help support children with
their number fluency. At the
moment the app is only aimed at
KS1 children but we will let you
know if they release as KS2 version.
The app focuses on adding,
subtracting and subsitising. There
is no specific route or starting point
to the learning. You just choose a

topic and answer a series of
randomly generated questions for
1 minute. When the minute is up,
the questions are automatically
marked and instant feedback is
given. If your child is struggling on
a question there is a ‘hint’ button
to help.
The App is free to download from
your usual app store.
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Curriculum News – Years 1/2
This term started dramatically for Year
1/2 when they discovered that there
had been a crash on the field at
Littlehaven which had made the BBC
news! A small hole was discovered with
broken and burnt Lego. We later found
out that our friend Beegu the alien had
sent some friends to meet us but their
spaceship had malfunctioned and
they’d hit a tree and crashed. Their
names were Ogel, Olega and Oliga.
We came in one morning and found
one of them in each of our classrooms.
We wrote them letters telling them
about ourselves and they told us that
they were explorers. Unfortunately, their
spaceship couldn’t be fixed so they had
decided to use an alternative method
of transport- a balloon. They wanted to
use a parachute so they could make a
safe landing so we had to find out
which material and shape of parachute
would be the best. At the end of the
week we put them in the basket and
waved them off on their travels.
We soon heard that they had landed in
Kenya in Africa and they had met some
animals that lived there. We found out
about lions and elephants and made
fact pages about them. We also read a
story set in Africa, Handa’s Surprise, and
this inspired us to prepare and make our
own fruit salads. We have also looked

at the work of an African artist, Gakonga,
and made our own artwork based on this
style.
After Africa our friends went to a
completely different climate; Antarctica.
We learnt about the rockhopper penguins
that live there before something strange
happened- the Lego friends found a door
on the middle of the ice and they went
through it. They found that they had
travelled in time! They were still in
Antarctica but had joined Shackleton on
his expedition and his boat had got stuck
in the ice. This led to us becoming History
detectives to find out what had
happened.
Last week they sent us the challenge of
proving we could be brave explorers so
we spent an exciting morning completing
explorer challenges. Luckily, they
managed to come back through the
door and are now thinking about going to
visit some pandas so we are currently
finding out facts about them.
They also said that if we completed the
challenge they would send us something
after half term so we are waiting to see
what that might be!

The children at Northolmes spent
some time last week looking at what
was happening in Glasgow at the
COP-26 conference. They discussed
how their actions can make an
impact on the environment around us.
Then every child make a promise
about how they were going to make
a change to be more environmentally
friendly.
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Positive Mental Health and Emotional Well-being at Greenfields
Federation

School Safeguarding
Team
If you are worried about
something that your own,
or another child has told
you, or you think that
they may be at risk of
harm, please contact
our Designated
Safeguarding team:
Mrs Anderson
(Lead)

At Greenfields Federation, we want
to support every child’s mental health
and emotional well-being so that they
feel happy, safe and ready to learn.
We believe this should be
fundamental to all that we do in our
schools. We also recognise the impact
that the last two years and the
Pandemic has had on many of our
children and our families and that this
need is ever-growing.
This year, both schools will be aiming
to achieve the
Positive Mental Health and Wellbeing Award run by the National
Children’s Bureau. This will include
promoting positive mental health and
well-being for pupils, parents and
staff. You will receive more details
about this over the course of the
year.

Initially, there will be a questionnaire
sent out for all parents after the half
term so that we can involve the whole
school community in this process.
Please look out for this questionnaire
in your inbox and we would greatly
appreciate you taking the time to
complete this.
Please do also sign up to our free
parent webinar run by Mental Health
charity Eikon on Tuesday 8th March
from 7pm-8pm. This can either be
accessed from online at home or if you
are unable to access this at home we
will also be streaming this at
Northolmes Junior School. You will
receive an email telling you how to
sign up to take part in this and please
do come and ask us if you have any
questions

Mrs Saunderson
(Deputy)
Miss Woodland
(Deputy)
Mrs Geoghegan
(Deputy)

https://www.childrensmentalhealthwe
ek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
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COVID-19 – Current Advice
To keep disruption to a minimum, please
ensure that adults take LFT tests on a regular
basis. School staff continue to test
themselves twice a week.
If your child is unwell and particularly if they
are displaying any symptoms related to
COVID then please ensure that they take a
LFT before they come to school.
If they have a positive result then they should
not come to school and instead they should
isolate at home. The first day of isolation

Safeguarding

begins on the first full day after the test is
taken. If your child then receives two
negative LFT tests on consecutive days after
day 5 of isolation then they can return to
school. If they continue to test positive then
they must complete the full 10 days of
isolation. They should return to school at this
point even if they haven’t received a
negative test.
If a member of your family tests positive for
COVID then other family members should
take daily LFT tests for 7 days but can
continue daily life as long as results are
negative.
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Reminders
Please be on time every day
School starts at 8.50am at Northolmes
and at 9,00am at Littlehaven. Please
ensure that you arrive during the 10
minute drop-off period as being late
disrupts the learning for your child.
Being just 5 minutes late each day
adds up to the equivalent of a missed
school day every term.
Uniform
Please work with us to ensure that your
child comes to school in the correct
uniform. Hoodies, trainers and boots
are not part of our uniform at either
school.

Holidays / Time Off in Term Time
I am not able to authorise holidays or
days off during school time except in
very exceptional circumstances.
Children have had significant disruption
to their education over the past two
years and it is therefore even more vital
than ever that they attend school every
day. Please remember that if a child
has 10 or more unauthorised sessions of
absence in a 10 week period then there
will be a referral for a Fixed Penalty
Notice. Further information about
absences from school can be found at:
School absences - West Sussex County
Council

Contact Details
If you have recently changed your
phone number or have moved house
please let the school office know so
that we can keep our records up to
date in case we need them in an
emergency.

Littlehaven Infant School
01403 260608
office@littlehaveninfant.school

Key Dates
21st – 25th February
28th February

Half Term
INSET day

8th April
25th April

Last Day of Term for Easter holidays
Term Starts

30th May – 3rd June
6th June

Half Term
INSET day

21st July

Term ends
Northolmes Junior School
01403 261822
office@northolmesjunior.school

